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The historic district of Nob Hill is considered one the most “walkable” neighborhoods in ABQ, and its varied mix of architecture, history, 
and landmarks, along with a dynamic and charming retail/dining corridor on and near Central Avenue, make the area a top destination 
for both locals and visitors alike. The neighborhood, however, suffers from a lack of a cohesion and communal centrality as it sits along 
the busy auto-centric corridor of Central Avenue with the ART Bus System, a project that has been riddled with traffic flow problems, 
collisions, design flaws and low ridership. Camino Rojo imagines Nob Hill with a new focal point, a nexus: a safe, green space.

The 5-point intersection where Central, Girard and Monte Vista Blvds come together is particularly dangerous and problematic to drivers, 
pedestrians and cyclists. Camino Rojo at Nob Hill envisions a new loci that provides a community gathering place, a park setting that is safe and 
enjoyable for both residents and visitors, for UNM students, for pedestrians, bicyclists, children, and for people that simply need a shady place 
to sit down and rest. Its prime location at the western gateway to Nob Hill serves as a local crossroads, a micro-node successfully connecting the 
various elements of the area.

The most outstanding aspect of Camino Rojo Park is the elevated red steel bicycle and pedestrian ramp that runs from UNM, close to student 
housing, through the park and onto the second floor of the commercial buildings that line Central Avenue adjacent to the park. This allows safe 
passage for bikes and pedestrians without having to cross the dangerous intersections. It also takes advantage of the tremendous views from Nob 
Hill’s elevation as it faces the Sandia Mountains. The new ramp is positioned to allow for multiple roof-top dining sites and a platform specifically 
built to enjoy views from the park.

Camino Rojo Park also boasts a collection of art signs, fabricated in powder-coated steel as modern homages to the old Route 66, that show maps 
and clear directional signage. A new 2-story Community Center offers restrooms, a cafe, a small, efficient police station, and a bike repair/parking 
area. Two playgrounds and a basketball court have been added to attract multigenerational assemblage. The new central plaza will be organized 
and managed by both the City of ABQ, UNM, and the Nob Hill Neighborhood Association to host regular entertainment, community events and 
classes, local food trucks, and a weekly Farmers’ Market.
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LA502 Urban Typologies Studio

Re-Imagining a New West Gateway Micro-Node
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Tolerates urban conditions well. Great street tree. 
Interesting bark and vibrant red fall color. Upright 
shape. Related to the elm but resistant to elm 
disease.

Rugged native grass with blue-green foliage and 
striking long-lasting blonde seed heads that remain 
through winter. Low maintenance. Semi-evergreen.

Heat and drought tolerant NM native perennial. 
Amazing color spring through fall. Semi-evergreen, 
year-round interest in the waterwise landscape.
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West park entrance from Girard Blvd NE facing east towards the Sandias 
WELCOME TO A NEW NOB HILL

By re-envisioning the existing space, 
by creating new walking and biking 
paths off the main avenues, Camino 
Rojo at Nob Hill provides a vibrant, 
less auto-centric design and feel, 

and affords better and safer access 
to the local amenities, historic sites 

and tremendous vistas of the Nob Hill 
neighborhood.
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HARDSCAPING DETAILS
SELECTED PLANTS
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MULTI-USE COMMUNITY PLAZA

Weekly Farmers’ Market and Live Music

Community Celebrations

Yoga Classes and Cycling Events
Nightime view of  West Entrance

Enter the Community Centerr and Playspaces, or ride the Bike/Pedestrian Ramp to 2nd floor outdoor dining or relax on the Viewing Platform. Community Plaza shown below
MONTE VISTA BOULEVARD BECOMES PARK PATH with TREES LINING CENTRAL AVENUE


